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(54) Pattern adapting apparatus for speech or pattern recognition 

(57) A pattern adapting apparatus including an 
input partem forming unit (1 1), a tree structure standard 
pattern storing unit (21) for storing a tree structure 
standard panern including a tree structure indicative of 
inclusive reiationships among categories and a param- 
eter *>**t at each node of the tree structure, a pattern 
nwtanivj unit (22) for matching categories of the tree 
structure standard pattern with input samples of an 
input parte* n. a tree structure standard pattern modify- 
ing unit ;?3) tor modifying a tree structure standard pat- 
tern bac-ed on the results of pattern matching, a node 
&ct to*oct>ng unit (24) for calculating a description 
lengi*> wnt* respect to a plurality of node sets in a tree 
st ucv^ pattern to select an appropriate node set, a 
modi'^uanciArd pattern forming unit (25) for forming a 
mr*v«wr! Mannar d pattern by using a parameter set of a 
setec rvrk* set. and a standard pattern for recogni- 
tion ttcx ng unt (12) for storing a modified standard pat- 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

5 FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a pattern adapting apparatus for conducting pattern adaptation processing in pat- 
tern recognition processing and, more particularly, to a pattern adapting apparatus which performs adaptation to a 
speaker in a voice recognition system using standard patterns and in a voice recognition system using a mixed contin- 
ue uous distribution model type HMM. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE RELATED ART 

In recent years, studies of mechanical voice pattern recognition have been conducted to propose various tech- 
15 niques. Among them, representative techniques widely employed are a method called DP (dynamic programming) 
matching and a method using Hidden Markov Model (HMM). As voice recognition systems using such voice recognition 
methods as the DP matching and HMM, speaker-independent voice recognition systems have been enthusiastically 
studied and developed which aim at recognizing anybody's voice. 

With reference to Fig. 3, a voice recognition system will be described in the following with respect to a voice recog- 
20 nition method using HMM. 

Voice of a speaker is first input to an input pattern forming unit 101 and subjected to such processing as AD con- 
version and voice analysis there. Then, the processed voice is converted into a time series of feature vectors on a basis 
of a unit of a predetermined time length called a frame. 

The time series of the feature vectors is here referred to as an input pattern. Ordinary frame length ranges from 
25 10ms to 100ms. Feature vectors are extraction of the quantity of features of voice spectra, which are in general of 10 to 
100 dimensions. 

A standard pattern storing unit 102 stores HMM. HMM is one of the models of voice information sources, whose 
parameters can be learned by using voice of a speaker. HMM will be more detailed when a recognizing unit 103 is 
described. HMM is in general prepared for each recognition unit. Here, a phoneme is taken as an example of a recog- 
30 nition unit. Speaker-independent voice recognition systems employ speaker-independent HMM learned in advance 
using voices of numbers of speakers as an HMM of the standard pattern storing unit 102. 

It is assumed, for example, that 1 ,000 words are recognition targets. In other words, one right word is to be obtained 
among 1,000 candidate recognition targets. When recognizing a word, HMM Of each phoneme is linked with each other 
to form HMM of a candidate recognition target word. With 1 ,000 words to be recognized, word HMM of 1 ,000 words are 
35 formed. 

A recognizing unit 103 conducts recognition of an input pattern by using word HMM. HMM is a model of voice infor- 
mation sources, which adopts a statistical idea into description of standard patterns in order to cope with variations in 
voice patterns. Detailed description of HMM is found in the literature, "Voice Recognition by Stochastic Model" (Seiichi 
Nakagawa, Institute of Electronics, Information and Communication Engineers of Japan (IEICE), 1988), pp. 40-46, 55- 

40 60, 69-74 (hereinafter referred to as Literature 1). 

HMM of each phoneme is made up of 1 to 10 states and their state transitions in-between. In general, a starting 
state and an ending state are defined. At every unit time, symbols are output at each state to cause state transition. 
Voice of each phoneme is represented as a time series of symbols output from HMM during the state transition from 
the starting state to the ending state. For each state, a symbol occurrence probability is defined and for each transition 

45 between the respective states, a transition probability is defined. Transition probability parameters represent variations 
of voice patterns in time. Output probability parameters are those regarding symbol occurrence probabilities at each 
state and representing variations of voice patterns in tone of voice. With a probability of a starting state fixed to a certain 
value, by multiplying occurrence probability and transition probability at each state transition, a probability of occurrence 
of a sound generated from the model can be obtained. Conversely, when a sound is observed, assuming the sound is 

so generated from a certain HMM, its occurrence probability can be calculated. In voice recognition by HMM, HMM is pre- 
pared for each candidate recognition target, and when a sound is applied, a sound probability is obtained in each HMM, 
an HMM in which the probability is the highest is determined as a generation source and a candidate recognition target 
corresponding to the HMM is taken as a recognition result. 

Out of discrete probability distribution expression and continuous probability distribution expression as output prob- 

55 ability parameters, continuous probability distribution expression is taken here as an example. In the continuous prob- 
ability distribution expression, mixed continuous distribution, that is, distribution obtained by adding a plurality of 
Gaussian distributions with weights is used. Such parameters as output probability parameters, transition probability 
parameters and weights of a plurality of Gaussian distributions are learned in advance by the algorithm called Baum- 
Welch Algorithm which provides a learning voice corresponding to a model. The Baum-Welch Algorithm is detailed in 



2 



BNSDOCID: <EP 0762383A2 I > 



EP0 762 383 A2 



20 



the Literature I. In the following example, the output probability is expressed by a mixed continuous probability distribu- 
tion. 

Processing to be conducted at the time of word recognition will be explained by the following formula. An input pat- 
tern X expressed as a time series of feature vectors is represented as: 

5 

X = x 1( x 2( • • • ,x f , • • • % x T (1) 

Here, T represents the total number of frames of an input pattern. Candidate recognition target words are denoted as 

W 1t W 2 W N . N represents the number of candidate recognition target words. Matching between a word HMM for 

io each word W n and an input pattern X is carried out using the following procedure. In the following, suffix n will be omitted 
unless it is necessary. 

First, with respect to a word HMM, transition probability from a state j to a state i is represented as ajj, mixed weight 
of an output probability distribution as X im , a mean vector of each element Gaussian distribution (referred to as a frame 
distribution) as nj m and covariance matrix as l im . Here, t represents an input time, i and j represent a state of HMM and 
75 m represents a mixed element number. Then, the following recurrence formulas regarding forward probability a(i,t) will 
be operated. 

a(/,0) = K / / = 1.- • -,/;f = 1,- \-.7V (2) 

a('.O)- X «(A M ) a A< x '> #« 1. ••-,/;*= 1.* ••.7" (3) 

j 

25 Here. n x represents a probability of the initial state being i and bj(x) and N(x;n irn , Z im ) will be defined by the following 
expressions. 

m 

30 A/Cx^.r^ca^ (5) 

Likelihood of an input pattern for the word W n is obtained by the following expression. 

35 F n (X) = a(/,T) (6) 

I represents a final state. This processing will be executed for each word model. Recognition resultant word W~ n for the 
input pattern X will be given by the following expression. 

40 n = argmax n P n (X) (7) 

Obtained recognition resultant word is sent to a recognition result outputting unit 1 04. 

The recognition result outputting unit 104 executes such processing as outputting a recognition result on a screen 
and sending a control instruction corresponding to a recognition result to other units. 

45 Unlike a speaker-dependent system targeting a specific user, a speaker-independent recognition system has an 
advantage that it is unnecessary for a user to register his/her speaking in advance. However, the system has a draw- 
back that for almost every speaker, recognition performance is lower than that of a speaker-dependent system. Another 
shortcoming is that there exists a speaker (peculiar speaker) for which recognition performance is especially low. In 
order to solve these problems, studies have been conducted are under wy for applying speaker adaptation techniques 

so which have been conventionally used in speaker-dependent systems also to speaker-independent systems. 

Speaker adaptation is a system for adapting a recognition system to a new user (unknown speaker) by using a less 
amount of data for adaptation than that for learning. In the speaker adaptation, a standard pattern of the standard pat- 
tern storing unit is modified to improve the recognition performance with respect to unknown speakers (indicated by the 
dotted line in Fig. 1). Speaker adaptation system is explained in detail in the literature "Speaker Adaptation Technique 

55 in Voice Recognition" (Sadaki Furui, The Institute of Television Engineers of Japan. 1989, vol. 43. No. 9, pp.929-934). 

Speaker adaptation is roughly categorized into two methods. One is speaker adaptation with teacher and the other 
is speaker adaptation without teacher. Here, teacher denotes a phonemic notation sequence indicative of the contents 
of applied sounds. Adaptation with teacher is an adaptation method which is to be employed when a phonemic notation 
sequence for input sounds is known and which needs to designate a vocabulary to be sounded to an unknown speaker 
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in advance at the time of adaptation. 

On the other hand, adaptation without teacher is an adaptation method which is to be employed when a phonemic 
notation sequence for input sounds is unknown and which has no constraints on the contents of a sound to be applied 
by an unknown speaker. In other words, it is unnecessary to indicate the contents of sounds to an unknown speaker. It 
5 is therefore possible to conduct adaptation by using an applied voice whose recognition is under way, without having an 
unknown speaker notice it. In general, the adaptation without teacher has lower recognition performance after the exe- 
cution of adaptation as compared with the adaptation with teacher. Adaptation with teacher is therefore more commonly 
used at present. 

As described in the foregoing, speaker adaptation techniques have been adopting a system of converting an initial 
w standard pattern into a standard pattern for each speaker. Parameters of a model for speaker adaptation for use in this 
standard pattern conversion have been conventionally constant regardless of the number of data. 

Conventional speaker adaptation techniques therefore have drawbacks that in a model having a large number of 
parameters, estimation will be unstable with a small amount of data and that in a model having a small number of 
parameters, recognition performance fails to improve with a large amount of data. 

15 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

A first object of the present invention is to provide, in a voice recognition system, a pattern adapting apparatus 
which implements high-performance speaker adaptation, irrespective of the amount of data, by changing the number 
20 of parameters of a speaker adaptation model according the amount of data when in modifying standard patterns for use 
in recognition processing corresponding to individual speakers. 

A second object of the present invention, in addition to the above first object, is to provide a pattern adapting appa- 
ratus which enables degradation of estimation precision due to a lack of data to be suppressed to achieve excellent rec- 
ognition performance by using a minimum description length criterion in the adaptation of standard patterns even when 
25 data for adaptation is small in amount. 

A third object of the present invention, in addition to the above first and second objects, is to provide a pattern 
adapting apparatus which allows recognition performance to be further improved by estimating a sufficient number of 
free parameters meeting the amount of data when data for adaptation is sufficient. 

According to the first aspect of the invention, a pattern adapting apparatus for adapting standard patterns made up 
30 of a plurality of categories to individual targets by the learning employing an input pattern as a set of input samples, 
comprises 

input pattern forming means for forming an input pattern, 

tree structure standard pattern storing means for storing a tree structure standard pattern including a tree structure 
35 indicative of inclusive relationships among categories and a set of parameters at each node of the tree structure, 
pattern matching means for matching the categories of said tree structure standard pattern with the input samples 
of said input pattern, 

tree structure standard pattern modifying means for modifying said tree structure standard pattern based on the 
results of pattern matching by said pattern matching means, 
40 node set selecting means for calculating a description length with respect to a plurality of node sets in said tree 
structure pattern to select an*appropriate node set according to the calculated description length, 
modified standard pattern forming means for forming a modified standard pattern by using a parameter set of the 
node set selected by said node set selecting means, and 

standard pattern for recognition storing means for storing a modified standard pattern formed by said modified 
45 standard pattern forming means. 

In the preferred construction, a time series of frame vectors obtained by voice analysis is used as said input pattern. 

In the preferred construction, a time series of frame vectors obtained by voice analysis is used as said input pattern, 
and a tree structure formed by using a Gaussian distribution at each state of a Hidden Markov Model whose output 
so probability distribution is a mixed Gaussian distribution is used as said tree structure standard pattern. 

According to the second aspect of the invention, a pattern adapting apparatus provided in a voice recognition sys- 
tem for performing pattern recognition processing of an input voice as an input sample to specify a speaker of the input 
voice, comprises 

55 tree structure standard pattern storing means for storing a tree structure standard pattern including a tree structure 
indicative of inclusive relationships among categories and a set of parameters at each node of the tree structure, 
pattern matching means for receiving an input pattern as a times series of frame vectors obtained by analyzing said 
input voice to match the categories of said tree structure standard pattern with an input sample of said input pat- 
tern, 



4 



BNSDOCID: <EP 0762383A2 I > 



EP 0 762 383 A2 



standard pattern modifying means for modifying said tree structure standard pattern based on the results of pattern 
matching by said pattern matching means, 

node set selecting means for calculating a description length with respect to a plurality of node sets in said tree 
structure pattern to select an appropriate node set according to the calculated description length, 
5 modified standard pattern forming means for forming a modified standard pattern by using a parameter set of the 

node set selected by said node set selecting means, and 

standard pattern for recognition storing means for storing a modified standard pattern formed by said modified 
standard pattern forming means. 

10 In the preferred construction, a tree structure formed by using a Gaussian distribution at each state of a Hidden 
Markov Model whose output probability distribution is a mixed Gaussian distribution is used as said tree structure 
standard pattern, and said pattern matching means performs pattern matching by using a mean vector of said output 
probability distribution as a parameter. 

According to the third aspect of the invention, a voice recognition system for specifying a speaker of an input voice 

is as an input sample by performing pattern recognition processing of the input voice, including input pattern forming 
means for forming an input pattern as a time series of frame vectors obtained by analyzing an input voice, standard pat- 
tern storing means for storing a model of voice information source, recognition means for recognizing an input pattern 
based on said input pattern and said standard pattern storing means to specify a speaker of said input voice, and a pat- 
tern adapting apparatus for modifying, for an individual speaker, said model of voice information source stored in said 

20 standard pattern storing means, the pattern adapting apparatus comprises 

tree structure standard pattern storing means for storing a tree structure standard pattern including a tree structure 
indicative of inclusive relationships among categories and a set of parameters at each node of the tree structure, 
pattern matching means for receiving an input pattern as a times series of frame vectors obtained by analyzing said 
25 input voice to match the categories of said tree structure standard pattern with an input sample of said input pat- 
tern. 

standard pattern modifying means for modifying said tree structure standard pattern based on the results of pattern 
matching by said pattern matching means. 

node set selecting means for calculating a description length with respect to a plurality of node sets in said tree 
30 structure pattern to select an appropriate node set according to the calculated description length, and 

modified standard pattern forming means for forming a modified standard pattern by using a parameter set of the 
node set selected by said node set selecting means to store the modified standard pattern in said standard pattern 
storing means in place of a model of voice information source prior to the modification. 

35 In the preferred construction, the pattern adapting apparatus uses, as said tree structure standard pattern, a tree 
structure formed by using a Gaussian distribution at each state of a Hidden Markov Model whose output probability dis- 
tribution is a mixed Gaussian distribution. 

In another preferred construction, the pattern adapting apparatus uses, as said tree structure standard pattern, a 
tree structure formed by using a Gaussian distribution at each state of a Hidden Markov Model whose output probability 

40 distribution is a mixed Gaussian distribution, and the pattern matching means of said pattern adapting apparatus per- 
forms pattern matching by using a mean vector of said output probability distribution as a parameter. 

According to the fourth aspect of the invention, a pattern adapting apparatus for adapting standard patterns made 
up of a plurality of categories to individual targets by the learning employing an input pattern as a set of input samples, 
comprises 

45 

input pattern forming means for forming an input pattern, 

candidate standard pattern storing means for storing a plurality of standard patterns, 

pattern matching means for matching the categories of said standard pattern with the input samples of said input 
pattern, 

so standard pattern modifying means for modifying said standard pattern based on the results of pattern matching by 
said pattern matching means, 

description length calculating means for calculating a description length of said each modified standard pattern cor- 
responding to said input pattern, 

modified standard pattern selecting means for selecting a modified standard pattern according to a description 
55 length of said standard pattern calculated by said description length calculating means, and 

standard pattern for recognition storing means for storing a modified standard pattern formed by said modified 
standard pattern selecting means. 

Other objects, features and effects of the present invention will become apparent from the following detailed 
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description. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The present invention will be understood more fully from the detailed description given herebelow and from the 
accompanying drawings of the preferred embodiment of the invention, which, however, should not be taken to be limi- 
tative to the invention, but are for explanation and understanding only. 

In the drawings: 

Fig. 1 is a block diagram showing an example of a structure of a voice recognition system provided with a pattern 
adapting apparatus according to one embodiment of the present invention. 

Fig. 2 is a diagram showing an example of an arrangement of a tree structure of a Gaussian distribution. 
Fig. 3 is a block diagram showing a structure of a conventional voice recognition system. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

Preferred embodiment of the present invention will be described in detail with reference to the accompanying draw- 
ings. Fig. 1 is a block diagram showing the structure of a voice recognition system provided with a pattern adapting 
apparatus according to one embodiment of the present invention. 

In this embodiment, a word or a sentence to be sounded is indicated to a user in advance to update parameters of 
HMM by using word notation and an applied voice. In a sense that this adaptation has advanced knowledge of a correct 
word for the sound, this is categorized into adaptation with teacher. In speaker adaptation, it is necessary to minimize 
the amount of applied sounds required for adaptation in order to reduce a burden to a speaker. However, HMM needs 
a large number of parameters in general. Adaptation of all the parameters with reduced amount of sounds for adapta- 
tion therefore might result in degrading estimation accuracy of the parameters because of a data shortage and accord- 
ingly preventing improvement of recognition performance. 

In the present embodiment, therefore, mean vectors of an output probability distribution are adapted out of the 
parameters of HMM. Selecting mean vectors for adaptation is based on the fact that they are regarded as having the 
greatest effects on recognition performance among the parameters of HMM. 

As shown in Fig. 1, a pattern adapting apparatus 20 of the present embodiment constitutes a part of a voice rec- 
ognition system. The voice recognition system includes an input pattern forming unit 11 for receiving input of sounds of 
a speaker to form an input pattern, a standard pattern for recognition storing unit 12 for storing a standard pattern for 
voice recognition, a recognition unit 13 for executing voice recognition processing based on an input pattern formed by 
the input pattern forming unit 1 1 and a standard pattern stored in standard pattern for recognition storing unit 1 2, a rec- 
ognition result outputting unit 14 for outputting recognition results obtained by the recognition unit 13, and a pattern 
adapting apparatus 20 for forming a standard pattern to be stored in the standard pattern for recognition storing unit 1 2 
based on an input pattern formed by the input pattern forming unit 11. 

Of the above-described structure, the input pattern forming unit 1 1 , the standard pattern for recognition storing unit 
1 2, the recognition unit 13 and the recognition result outputting unit 1 4 have the same functions as those used in a con- 
ventional voice recognition system. 

The pattern adapting apparatus 20 includes a tree structure standard pattern storing unit 21 for storing a tree struc- 
ture standard pattern, a pattern matching unit 22 for conducting pattern matching of an input pattern formed by the input 
pattern forming unit 1 1 by using a standard pattern stored in the tree structure standard pattern storing unit 21, a tree 
structure standard pattern modifying unit 23 for modifying a tree structure standard pattern based on the results of pat- 
tern matching, a node set selecting unit 24 for selecting a set of nodes based on a modified value of a tree structure 
standard pattern according to the minimum description length criterion, and a modified standard pattern forming unit 25 
for modifying a standard pattern by using a parameter of each node in a node set based on selection results of the node 
set selecting unit 24. In this figure, illustration is made only of a characteristic part of the structure of this embodiment 
but not of the other part. 

Operation of the pattern adapting apparatus of the present invention will be described in detail. 
Preparations set forth in the following are made as initial conditions. 

First, initial HMM is prepared. Used as an initial HMM is, for example, a phoneme HMM of a speaker-independent 
formed by sounds of numbers of speakers in advance. Then, a tree structure standard pattern is made out of the initial 
HMM. Here, assuming a set covering alt the states of a Gaussian distribution of the state of the initial HMM, a N-staged 
tree structure of the Gaussian distribution is created. 

How a tree structure of a Gaussian distribution is created is recited in detail in Patent Laying-Open No. 6-348292, 
entitled "Voice Recognition System" (hereinafter referred to as Literature 2). An example of a tree structure is shown in 
Fig. 2. In this example, a total number of distributions is 1 ,500 and N = 5. 

Here, nodes at the lowest stage (N-th stage) have one-on-one correspondence with the distribution at the respec- 
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tive states of HMM. Now, each node of the tree structure will be denoted as (n,m), where n represents a layer (n-th) in 
the tree structure and m represents the number of the distributions at the n-th stage. A difference vector A (n,m) is 
defined as a difference at the node (n,m) between a mean vector \i before the execution of adaptation and a mean vec- 
tor estimated based on data. Variance o (n,m) of the difference is also defined. These two quantities are parameters at 

5 each node. The initial HMM, tree structure and parameters accompanying the respective nodes are stored in the tree 
structure standard pattern storing unit 21 . 

Then, buffers A(n.m) and B(n,m) having the dimension of a feature vector and a one-dimensional buffer C(n,m) are 
prepared for each node of the tree structure. A is a work buffer for storing information for calculating a difference vector 
of a node, B is a work buffer for storing information for calculating variance of a difference vector of a node and C is a 

io work buffer for adding, to a node, the number of its corresponding data samples. These buffers are also held in the tree 
structure standard pattern storing unit 21 . 

After the foregoing preparation is made, the following processing will be conducted for each sound applied. 
First, the input pattern forming unit 1 1 forms an input pattern from an applied sound and sends the pattern to the 
pattern matching unit 21 of the pattern adapting apparatus 20 to modify a standard pattern. 

is The pattern matching unit 22 executes pattern matching of an input pattern to update a work buffer according to 
the matching results. At first, using the correct word notation, the unit 22 creates a word HMM corresponding to the 
input pattern by connecting initial HMM of each phoneme, and then conducts pattern matching between the input pat- 
tern and the word HMM. In place of the expressions (2), (3) and (6), the following recurrence formulas will be employed. 

20 <I>(/,0) = Kj / = 1, * • * , / (8) 



25 



30 



35 



55 



<!>(/, f) = max ®(jj-l)a JJ b i (x ,) i = ,/;/ = l,».,r (9) 
bi(x t ) = mzxX m b im (x t ) / = !,-••,/;* = l,--« J";/?! = !,•••, M (10) 

P n (X) = <t>(t,T) (11) 



Method using these recurrence formulas is called Viterbi Algorithm. In these formulas, M represents the number of dis- 
tributions at each state, while bj m (xt) represents the probability N(Xj;|i jmi 2 jm ) of occurrence of the m-th leaf distribution 
at the state i. Distribution is numbered so as not to overlap with each other over the whole state. Then, along with the 
formula (9), operation of the following expressions (12) and (13) will be performed to store the state at a time precedent 
40 to each state at each time at an array 4^ and the distribution number that will provide the highest occurrence probability 
atanarray\|/ 2 - ■ **■ 

H' 1 (/,0 = argmax y O0',M)ay tf b f {x t ) i = 1, • • • ,/;f = 1, • • • , T (12) 

45 T 2 (/,0 = argmax m X. m b /m (x f ) / = 1 , • • •,/;/ = 1 , * * • ■ 7" (13) 

After the calculation of the final frame T according to the expression (1 1) is completed, distribution corresponding to 
each frame, from the final frame to the initial frame, will be sequentially obtained by using the arrays and More 
specifically, with the state number corresponding to the frame t denoted as S(t) and the number of a leaf distribution 
50 denoted as R(t), it can be shown as follows. 

S(T) = 1 (14) 

S(T) = ^^S(M).m) f = i , • - • , r-1 (15) 

H(T)»V 2 (/?(0.0 f = 1,---,7-1 (16) 

This processing is referred to as back track. As a result of the processing, distribution corresponding to a feature vector 
at each time is obtained. 
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Then, processing expressed by the following expressions (17), (18) and (19) will be conducted with respect to a 
feature vector xt at each time to perform addition of A, B and C buffers of a leaf node. 

A(N,R(t)) = A(N,R{t))+(x t +n m N ) (17) 

B(N,R(t))=B(N,R(t))+(x t +v m N ) 2 (18) 

C(N,R(t))= C(A/.R(0)+1 (19) 

Here, fi m n represents a mean vector of the m-th distribution at the n-th stage. Similarly, addition of A, B and C buffers 
of a node having a leaf node R(t) as a child node is performed. 

A{n f m) = A(n,m)+$(mJ n {R{t))){x r ti m n ) n«1,- • -,AM (20) 

B(n,m)=B(n.m)+d(m,j n (R{t)))(x r ii m n ) n = 1,- • -,AM (21) 

C{n,m) = C{n,m)+d(mJ n (R(t)))1 n = 1, • • • .AM (22) 

Here, j n (m) represents the number of a node distribution at the n-th stage having a leaf distribution m as a child node, 

SO"./)" 1 ffi = / (23) 

§(/, 7) = 0 ///* / (24) 

the processing given by the above expressions will be repeated as many times as the number of sounded words for 
adaptation. The foregoing processing is executed at the pattern matching unit 22. 

Upon completion of all the sound input for adaptation, the tree structure standard pattern modifying unit 23 esti- 
mates a parameter based on a value of a work buffer to modify a tree structure standard pattern. With respect to all the 
nodes of the tree structure, a difference vector A and its variance a are obtained. These will be calculated according to 
the following expression. 

ai ~\ A(n,m) . . B(n t m) 

Next, in order to select a node for use in modifying a mean vector of HMM out of the respective nodes of the tree 
structure standard pattern, the node set selecting unit 24 selects one node among each leaf node and its parent node. 
A set of thus selected nodes is referred to as a node set. Minimum description length criterion is used for node selec- 
tion. 

Description length is defined as follows. 

i< i >=-log/5 , ( J c-) + ^log/i + logAf. (26) 



Here, x n = x j, x n represent input time series data, 6 represents maximum likelihood estimate of a parameter for the 
data x", k represents a degree of a model and M represents the number of information sources. Finding of this descrip- 
tion length is explained in detail in, for example, the literature "Mathematical Principle of Information and Coding" (T.S. 
Han and Kingo Kobayashi, Iwanami Shoten, Publishers (1994) pp.21 1 -265). Model is selected so as to have the short- 
est description length. The first term of the expression (26) is obtained by reversing the sign of a likelihood for data and 
the second term expresses a quantity equivalent to the degree of complexity of a model. The more complex a model 
becomes, the smaller value the first term takes and the larger value the second term does. Thus, trade-off exists 
between the two and a model with predetermined appropriate complexity is selected as an optimum model. 

By applying the above-described minimum description length criterion, a set of nodes of a tree-structured standard 
pattern is selected. More specifically, assuming a normal distribution as a distribution of difference vectors at the 
respective nodes of a tree structure, a node set in which l R will have a minimum value for an input pattern is selected. 
Since the third term is constant in the expression (1) and is therefore negligible, when a predetermined node set T is 
selected, description length for the node set will be given by the following expression. 
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''/?= Z 0{n t m)\oQ a(n,m) 2 +k\ogN (27) 

s Here, N represents a total number of feature vectors covering all the input patterns and k represents the number of 
nodes in the node set T. 

In selecting a set of nodes, searching combinations of all the nodes in the tree structure is not practical in terms of 
calculation time. Such approximate algorithms as shown below are therefore used, 

10 1 . take a route node as thenode 

2. calculate i R (l R p ) of thenode 

3. calculate l R (l R c ) in a case where a set of child nodes of thenode are to be used 

4. take a child node as thenode when l R p > l R c and execute the processings 2 to 5 for each child node 

5. select thenode as a node for use when l R p < l R c 

15 

Thus executing recurrent processing will lead to selection of a set of nodes in a tree structure. 

Then, the modified standard pattern forming unit 25 calculates a mean vector of a leaf node according to the 
expression set forth below by using a difference vector of each node in a node set. 

20 = jj,+A(n',m') (28) 

Here, out of parent nodes of the leaf node, A(n',m') represents a difference vector of a node included in a node set 
selected by the node set selecting unit 24. Thus modified mean vector is stored as a modified standard pattern in the 
standard pattern for recognition storing unit 12. 
25 The foregoing is the description of the pattern adapting apparatus based on the minimum description length prin- 
ciple according to the present embodiment. 

As described in the foregoing, the present embodiment employs a difference vector of mean vectors of a Gaussian 
distribution as an adaptation target parameter. In addition, a mean vector of a Gaussian distribution, variance, a weight- 
ing factor at a state and a difference thereof can be used as parameters for adaptation to conduct adaptation in a man- 
30 ner as above described. It is also possible to combine these parameters for simultaneous adaptation. 

Although the present embodiment employs the method disclosed in the Literature 2 for forming a tree structure, 
tree structure forming method is arbitrary. It is possible to form a tree structure, for example, by using the degree of sim- 
ilarity between phonemes in the phonemics. The Literature 2 also recites recognition using a tree structure. When 
employing the method recited in the Literature 2 as a recognizing means, performance in voice recognition using a tree 
35 structure can be improved by making a tree structure used in the Literature 2 the same as that for use in the adaptation 
according to the present invention. 

Furthermore, while in the present embodiment, standard patterns are updated after all the sound input is com- 
pleted, they can be updated with ease by conducting the above described processing at each sounding (sequential 
adaptation). 

40 As descried in the foregoing, by employing the minimum description length criterion for the adaptation of standard 
patterns in a voice recognition system, the present embodiment allows the number of free parameters as adaptation 
targets to be automatically changed with a change in the amount of data. With a small amount of voice data for adap- 
tation, therefore, nodes of a higher layer are selected, resulting in reducing the number of free parameters. As a result, 
even with a small amount of data, degradation in estimation accuracy due to a shortage of data can be minimized to 

45 obtain relatively good recognition performance. 

On the other hand, with a large amount of voice data for adaptation, nodes of a lower layer are selected to increase 
the number of free parameters. With a sufficient amount of data, a sufficient number of free parameters meeting the 
amount of data are estimated, so that recognition performance can be further enhanced. 

Thus, the present invention enables higher-performance adaptation irrespective of the amount of data for use in 

so adaptation. 

Although the invention has been illustrated and described with respect to exemplary embodiment thereof, it should 
be understood by those skilled in the art that the foregoing and various other changes, omissions and additions may be 
made therein and thereto, without departing from the spirit and scope of the present invention. Therefore, the present 
invention should not be understood as limited to the specific embodiment set out above but to include all possible 
55 embodiments which can be embodies within a scope encompassed and equivalents thereof with respect to the feature 
set out. 
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Claims 

1 . A pattern adapting apparatus for adapting standard patterns made up of a plurality of categories to individual tar- 
gets by the learning employing an input pattern as a set of input samples, comprising: 

input pattern forming means (11) for forming an input pattern; 

tree structure standard pattern storing means (21) for storing a tree structure standard pattern including a tree 
structure indicative of inclusive relationships among categories and a set of parameters at each node of the 
tree structure; 

pattern matching means (22) for matching the categories of said tree structure standard pattern with the input 
samples of said input pattern; 

tree structure standard pattern modifying means (23) for modifying said tree structure standard pattern based 
on the results of pattern matching by said pattern matching means (22); 

node set selecting means (24) for calculating a description length with respect to a plurality of node sets in said 
tree structure pattern to select an appropriate node set according to the calculated description length; 
modified standard pattern forming means (25) for forming a modified standard pattern by using a parameter 
set of the node set selected by said node set selecting means (24) ; and 

standard pattern for recognition storing means (1 2) for storing a modified standard pattern formed by said mod- 
ified standard pattern forming means (25). 

2. The pattern adapting apparatus as set forth in claim 1, wherein a time series of frame vectors obtained by voice 
analysis is used as said input pattern. 

3. The pattern adapting apparatus as set forth in claim 1 , wherein 

a time series of frame vectors obtained by voice analysis is used as said input pattern, and 

a tree structure formed by using a Gaussian distribution at each state of a Hidden Markov Model whose output 

probability distribution is a mixed Gaussian distribution is used as said tree structure standard pattern. 

4. A pattern adapting apparatus provided in a voice recognition system for performing pattern recognition processing 
of an input voice as an input sample to specify a speaker of the input voice, comprising: 

tree structure standard pattern storing means (21) for storing a tree structure standard pattern including a tree 
structure indicative of inclusive relationships among categories and a set of parameters at each node of the 
tree structure; 

pattern matching means (22) for receiving an input pattern as a times series of frame vectors obtained by ana- 
lyzing said input voice to match the categories of said tree structure standard pattern with an input sample of 
said input pattern; 

standard pattern modifying means (23) for modifying said tree structure standard pattern based on the results 
of pattern matching by said pattern matching means (22); 

node set selecting means (24) for calculating a description length with respect to a plurality of node sets in said 
tree structure pattern to select an appropriate node set according to the calculated description length; 
modified standard pattern forming means (25) for forming a modified standard pattern by using a parameter 
n * * " set of the node set selected by said node set selecting means (24); and 

standard pattern for recognition storing means (12) for storing a modified standard pattern formed by said mod- 
ified standard pattern forming means: 

5. The pattern adapting apparatus as set forth in claim 4, wherein a tree structure formed by using a Gaussian distri- 
bution at each state of a Hidden Markov Model whose output probability distribution is a mixed Gaussian distribu- 
tion is used as said tree structure standard pattern. 

6. The pattern adapting apparatus as set forth in claim 4, wherein 

a tree structure formed by using a Gaussian distribution at each state of a Hidden Markov Model whose out- 
put probability distribution is a mixed Gaussian distribution is used as said tree structure standard pattern, and 

said pattern matching means (22) performs pattern matching by using a mean vector of said output proba- 
bility distribution as a parameter. 

7. A voice recognition system for specifying a speaker of an input voice as an input sample by performing pattern rec- 
ognition processing of the input voice, including input pattern forming means (1 1 ) for forming an input pattern as a 
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time series of frame vectors obtained by analyzing an input voice, standard pattern storing means (12) for storing 
a model of voice information source, recognition means (13) for recognizing an input pattern based on said input 
pattern and said standard pattern storing means to specify a speaker of said input voice, and a pattern adapting 
apparatus (20) for modifying, for an individual speaker, said model of voice information source stored in said stand- 
5 ard pattern storing means, said pattern adapting apparatus (20) comprising: 

tree structure standard pattern storing means (21) for storing a tree structure standard pattern including a tree 
structure indicative of inclusive relationships among categories and a set of parameters at each node of the 
tree structure; 

10 pattern matching means (22) for receiving an input pattern as a times series of frame vectors obtained by ana- 

lyzing said input voice to match the categories of said tree structure standard pattern with an input sample of 
said input pattern; 

standard pattern modifying means (23) for modifying said tree structure standard pattern based on the results 
of pattern matching by said pattern matching means (22); 
is node set selecting means (24) for calculating a description length with respect to a plurality of node sets in said 

tree structure pattern to select an appropriate node set according to the calculated description length; and 
modified standard pattern forming means (25) for forming a modified standard pattern by using a parameter 
set of the node set selected by said node set selecting means (24) to store the modified standard pattern in 
said standard pattern storing means in place of a model of voice information source prior to the modification. 

20 

8. The voice recognition system as set forth in claim 7, wherein said pattern adapting apparatus uses, as said tree 
structure standard pattern, a tree structure formed by using a Gaussian distribution at each state of a Hidden 
Markov Model whose output probability distribution is a mixed Gaussian distribution. 

25 9. The voice recognition system as set forth in claim 7, wherein 

said pattern adapting apparatus uses, as said tree structure standard pattern, a tree structure formed by 
using a Gaussian distribution at each state of a Hidden Markov Model whose output probability distribution is a 
mixed Gaussian distribution, and 

said pattern matching means (22) of said pattern adapting apparatus performs pattern matching by using a 
30 mean vector of said output probability distribution as a parameter. 

10. A pattern adapting apparatus for adapting standard patterns made up of a plurality of categories to individual tar- 
gets by the learning employing an input pattern as a set of input samples, comprising: 

35 input pattern forming means (1 1 ) for forming an input pattern; 

candidate standard pattern storing means (21) for storing a plurality of standard patterns; 

pattern matching means (22) for matching the categories of said standard pattern with the input samples of 

said input pattern; 

standard pattern modifying means (23) for modifying said standard pattern based on the results of pattern 
*o matching by said pattern matching means (22); 

description length calculating means for calculating a description length of said each modified standard pattern 
corresponding to said input pattern; 

modified standard pattern selecting means for selecting a modified standard pattern according to a description 
length of said standard pattern calculated by said description length calculating means; and 
45 standard pattern for recognition storing means (12) for storing a modified standard pattern formed by said mod- 

ified standard pattern selecting means. 

1 1 . The pattern adapting apparatus as set forth in claim 10, wherein a time series of frame vectors obtained by voice 
analysis is used as said input pattern, and 

so a Hidden Markov Model whose output probability distribution is a mixed Gaussian distribution is used as said 

standard pattern. 
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